
REDEEMER 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



Charlotte Mason’s House of Education, 
Scale How, Ambleside, UK, 2009 


the Armitt 

a 

Collection 

The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@redeemer.ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@redeemer.ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side -bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click '’View” on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 


Social Sciences and Humanities Conseil de recherches en 
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada 




HOME TRAINING 

13y Mbs. Sieveking 


OF THE MODERN GIRI. 


i a fn ^neak to you to-day on the subject of 
tonaSked „f the modern girl; a subject in which 
oncerned in some way or another. 


I HAVE 
the home training 


rTs' i.f the tngl^y Trained gMoiTo-day that we'lmve to look 
for the “ larger hope ” for the woman of to-morrow. For ,f 

she is trained now to _ 

when 


for the “larger hope ” for the woman oi — — - 

he is trained now to want the right thing and ,f she comb.nes 
with her fellow-workwoman to-morrow, when she is fill y 
equipped and fully resolved on achieving it she will fit the 
golden key into the lock of the great world s door, and it will 
open wide at her touch. 

It seems to me that the subject divides itself under these 
three headings Personal environment during the first seven 
years of life, viz., in the nursery ; personal environment in 
the second seven years, viz., the schoolroom ; and personal 
environment during the third seven years, that is upon her 
entrance on her profession, on her marriage, or upon both. 

To begin with the first seven years of the girl’s life. There 
can be no question that the modern society mother does not 
count for much in the personal environment of her child. 
The nurse and nursemaid are influences that most constantly 
surround it. Nothing can be more inexplicable to the thought- 
ful outsider than the attitude of the modern society woman 
towards her children. Indeed she has no attitude towards 
them but that of utter irresponsibility ; and as to their en- 
vironment, at any rate, she cannot be said to be a serious 
factor in it. She permits them, so to speak, to live in her 
ousehold, and sees them for ten minutes perhaps in the day. 
ut • at is not the kind of environment that influences, 
in the play now running, “ The Walls of Jericho,” there 

moth^T 86 a , CC °™ t of the P re sent relation of the society 

rtnts ^ Ch,Wren ' Hl ' r at,itude towards them 

comes fiY.T'i ' 1 FOm Queensland more, perhaps, because he 

conventional "t nalu f al sim P le We into our artificial, 

their children ?”°hes e a r ys biUortv ^Tl'" "“‘'T T"' °‘ 

y ueriy. q hey g ruc fg e tp e time 
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fort'aff ‘° 'r'" 6 ‘ hem ‘ n, ° the world ; thev love them yes . 
tor half-an-hour out of the twentv-four. 'it’s bad form to 
dawdle about attending tn a k-,k " m Dd 1 rm to ' 

^a" B d;ly t‘ t ° nS ' if ^ "s" "smart 

must not be yourself-y„ u must Bke the ^ 

g mg used to it now,” he goes on, “I’m getting not to 
nund it but it’s a deadening, sickening life to lad « 

1 he Referee speaks very much to the point also in this- 
connection. Not many weeks ago it had a few trenchant 
remarks in regard to mothers of to-day. “ The extravagance 
and love of pleasure of the modem woman, and her impatience 
where domestic responsibilities are concerned, have caused the 

decay of home life, the bedrock of national prosperity and 
greatness.” J 

Dr. Kimmins, in a recent number of The Paidulogist (British 
Child Study Association), writes very strongly also on the 
same point. He says, “The average parent is a kindly 
disposed person, who takes the greatest possible interest in 
the physical well-being of the child and his personal adorn- 
ment, but utterly fails to grasp the necessity for child study 
in its highest sense.” He urges the “ enormous influence of 
environment on young children. The way in which people- 
otherwise delightful and intelligent, hand over their young 
children to the tender mercies of some illiterate nursemaid,. 

is too terrible to contemplate The mother is too often 

completely ignorant of the personal equation of the child, 
and fails to recognise the vast importance of checking certain 
inherited impulses, and developing others.” In that last 
sentence lies the germ of the whole matter. The mother fails 
to recognise the vast importance of the work that has devolved 


upon her. 

We all remember the famous 
French Cardinal, “ Give we the 
years of his life, and he will be a 
will he be a Jesuit all his life ? 
the personal environment brought 
that sensitive first seven years will 
of his whole after life. But this 


saying of the well-known 
child for the first seven 
Jesuit all his life.” Why 
For this reason ; because 
to bear upon him during 
be the compelling influence 
cannot be done except by 


m 
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- - first-hand, continuous. If the mother 

direct mind-contac , ^ ^ given by someone else, for life 

does not give this it « ^ enviro nment of some sort, 

cannot be lived • • wi n be stamped with the hall- 


But the grown* and , hjs will be sure to tell in one way 

er years. Does it not stand to reason that 

his brought the new individuality into the 
iman wxiu * early development ? 

world should have a large snare ^ ^ 


mark of an alien 
.or another in after years 
the woman who 


^Tb is in whose hands is the other end of the electr, 
tc’egraphy of affinity that answers ,n the child . store of 
Inherited tendencies, and if she he not on the alert, no other 
fully understand the drift of the message which speaks 
daily in their every-day life ; in action, in gesture and word. 

A certain London doctor of my acquaintance suggested 
some little time since that every family should keep a book of 
heredity, for the noting down of tendencies in each generation— 
a book where the breaking point of each ancestor was recorded ; 
the fatal flaw of some degrading habit, of some mental weakness. 
Then indeed we could deal promptly with the developing 
tendencies in our children’s early years. As things are now, 
in the reading of one of the most absorbing stories of life that 
the mother will ever have before her eves, she has, perforce, 
to begin in the middle, without any clue as regards the earlier 
chapters. But the fashionable feminine Gallios of to-dav 
•care for none of these things. Yet it is not that they are 
idle, for their time is very fully occupied ; they are always 
busied in some work or other, besides their incessant social 
•engagements, and they would say, if asked, that they never 
have a moment to themselves. But then all this busyness is 
at the expense of something else much nearer to themselves. 
The mother of to-day has strained at the gnat of home duties 
at her own nursery door, and swallowed the camel of imposing 
works for ameliorating the condition of society elsewhere. 

i * 1 vr+- U ^ 6S ’ are not duties for everyone, and 

her shifting her responsibilities at home into the hands of 

hcrserUtn’ l r ltS results inexorable , retributive-on 

feels V * ^ ^ ^ c ^^ ren are grown up, she 

ttuILtI al ’,f ment ' quite unaccoun table to her (for, 

^ ha" Le» f T," St ‘ he fa5hi ° n 0f hw ^>0 thinks 
has been a model mother)i and a , ack cmmAM 
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.^ y |? pathy ’ , makes ltself felt between her and them And 
it is this fashion of the time which is to blame for the id* d 
and trad, fens that are so closely followed b I , he Vo u “ 

the early Vfc'to^ ‘ WhiCh perhaps is ‘^able to 

y . Vlctonan era, or maybe further back still when 
arttficahty governed the minds of women. The X X 

daWcdand "T l°T‘ "/“t! ‘° mince - »° pose ' to b< = 

“ H a ^f ntee1, and when some things were considered 

beneath one,” as the phrase is, to taboo them. 

Personal service, physical exertion, were some of these 
things that were tabooed. Consequently the little simple 
natural physical services from the mother to her child of 
personal service in daily life, things that make for personal 
environment, were crossed out in the vade mecum of life 
Gradually artificiality grows into second nature, and so in 
course of time it became the natural thing for the mother 
to be irresponsible, and indeed it became the “ received ” 
thing in England. But nevertheless it was a decadence, 
and its effects have in many cases been disastrous. 

In this respect other countries are ahead of us. The home 
tiaining of parental environment over young children is 
recognised, and this recognition acted on, in America to-day, 
as in France and Germany ; and children are practically 
with their mothers throughout the day. And as everyone is 
•aware, this was the custom also in England in the Middle 
Ages, and after. It was a much later development in this 
country that produced the state of things that is in our midst 
to-day, and as I said before, there seems to me — and I have 
been dealing at first hand with this particular branch of home 
training in England now for many years — to be a crying need 
for redress, for reform, for readjustment of idea as regards 
this subject. 

Only yesterday the Daily Mail had a short article called 

“ The Babies’ Hotel,” another and rather startling sign of 

the times. The Norland Institute has just lately started 

what the Daily Mail calls “ one of the latest developments 

of modern life in England.” In this article the whole drift 

and underlying meaning of the movement is waved aside 

in the pleasant surface manner which would almost decei\ t 

the very elect. But to anyone who looks ahead, it seems to 
* * „ 0 
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" — ~ Tfjotel ” is very significant indeed. i t 
me the '; Bab ^ paying concern, that goes without saying? 
bound to be a . ex j stin g regime of the society mother it 
because under ^ needed . She needed such a hotel f or 
is the very & that she may go abroad, or wherever she 
her babies, mind. Not that she has not g 0ne 

and left her babies to the care of servam"! 
i Tl lit she will go now feeling that she need really have no 
farther trouble at all in the matter ; the responsibility i s 
entirely off her shoulders ; “ the health and happiness of the 
children is the nurse’s chief consideration .... and their 
lot is indeed an enviable one.” 

In the “ Babies’ Hotel ” we are face to face with an extra- 
ordinary provision for the irresponsible mother ; and the out- 
come of it will be— in time— that we shall have in our midst 
more and more mothers who will feel the “ comfort ” of 
being able to slip the noose of home duties and responsibilities,, 
and the result will be children who will literally not know the 
meaning of the word “mother,” in its original and primitive sense. 

With regard to the second seven years of a girl’s life, roughly 
speaking those spent in the schoolroom, there is much that 
suggests itself in regard to the arbitrary regulations which 
govern the life of a girl, even nowadays, and those which 
dominate the boys. The girl still starts her life handicapped, 
an is subject to conventional restrictions from which the 

to'l S Ee * S aBowed privileges which are denied 

t , ny ^ ear a case in point came under my notice.. 

the next tahW^ & ll0tel * n ^ avre a few weeks ago, and at 

to cross that eve^mlT tl* “ English P art y who were going 
Public school Hr, lae P art y consisted of father, mother, 

littk ^ The ‘ ,10Ug " 
as if he were grow ^ 6 deSt ° f the little gir]s > waS treated 
came round. Tb ° and aBow ed his fill of every dish that 
m iik and bread anH ° w ere only permitted a little 
but a public school u^ er ’ Was P r °per for little girls- 

He Was Ver .v patronising ^ quite a different personage ! 
Particularly obipu' ^ sisters, and kont ravine, with 


“ Particularly obierti' /, niS Sisters - and kept saying, witn 
nmself to each ^ a f B l e and irritating smile as he helped 
d ° - don’t vou w ;’i Saw y° u looking longingly at m y 
,Sh you were allowed some of it ? ” The 
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parents h ad L at ed hfm ““ *° * hkh ™wise 

an!' the “ d “ Picons, 

“eternal feminity ' ’ £ Z‘ 

Ifsays “ « WeTk"’ 8 W ° r<iS ^ Wom ^' 

HtfleXdmnrtir H £ ££ 

we force on the child's dawning consc.ousness is the c f S 
b "Al° y r d f iS a «“• and therefore each muft 


regard everything from a different point of view. Thev must 
be dressed differently, not on account of their personal' needs 
wind, are exactly the same at this period, but so that neither 
they nor anyone beholding them may for a moment forget 

the distinction of sex ” She goes on to say, “ That 

the girl-child should be so dressed as to require a difference 
m care and behaviour, resting wholly on the fact that she is 
a girl— a fact not otherwise present to her thought at that 
age— is a precocious insistence on sex distinction, most un- 
wholesome in its results To the boy we say ‘Do.’; 

to the girl Don t. The little boy must ‘take care’ of the 
little girl even if she is larger than he is. ‘ Why ? ’ he asks. 

Because he is a boy When our infant son bangs about, 

roars, and smashes things, we say proudly that he is a regular 
hoy ! . . . . The most normal girl is the ‘ tom boy ’ — whose 
numbers increase among us in these wiser days — a healthy 


young creature who is human through and through, not 

feminine till it is time to be Childhood is not the period for 

these marked manifestations of sex. That we exhibit them, that 
we admire and encourage them, shows our over-sexed condition.” 
To the most casual observer in the English upper middle- 
class nursery, one of the most patent facts which presents 
itself to his notice is this preponderating influence of sex 
distinction. Have you ever been into a nursery and not 
been confronted (if you stayed long enough !) by some such 
sentence as this, addressed by the nurse to a little gill, \ou 
must never forget that you are a little girl , some things 



„ T1I E modern girl 
home training o^JH 

arenotniceforaM^ 1 ^ - ;^.. the fact of sex 
and gentle, . ; t forced oil her at all. 


. , +n fio • a little girl must be ladylike 

are not nice for a little g- rit0 ,®L fact 0 , sex at J 

ac 

when she should not personal environment of a nurse 

So, by our choosing^ less developed, less educated 

drawn from a section^ eyery da y retarding more and more 
than our own, we a erat ion, and attempting to put 

the progress o ^ ^ . g a mot her has, to-day, any 

back the doc . f oppor t U nity for facilitating the 

right to complain of ack 0 PP ^ hef children _ 

forward of the great river of life. 

Wh S at lTshe brought them into the world for, if not to load 
Im while vet her opportunity serves, with cargoes of aims 
md ideals of a life to be lived presently in advance of her own ; 
aims that shall be treasured safely until the ship puts out to sea 
on the great voyage which can never be embarked on but once ? 

And surely there is great need to-day for us women, more 
especially those of us who are mothers, to face this question 
fully. To ask ourselves, while yet the opportunity to act 
is ours : “ Have I made all ready for the human ships entrusted 
to my care ? Have I remembered to equip them while yet 
they were in harbour ? Have I, while agreeing with the need 
for certain reforms in the methods of training our daughters, 
yet in my own family followed the same outgrown, super- 
annuated customs which have for such long ages been marked 
out as proper in the education of the girl, so that as regards 
my own girls I have started them no whit further on in the 
way of life than I was myself when I first set out ? ” 

For it is a very true saying of Matthew Arnold’s that “ we 
like to lie comfortably in the straw' of our old habits, espec.ialty 
our intellectual habits, even if the straw be not very fine or 
clean. And it seems to me in this connection, that it is 
> no means uncommon even nowadays to think one thing 
"out the progress of women, and to act quite in an opposite 
irec ion to the thoughts stirring newly in the air around us. 
a . ^ enormous the influence that sayings in the air have 
savinL S a J’ rc ^ n § env ironment to impede and check. Such 
until m tlifend ^ brain throu 6 h much repetition, 

tempenmont ^ eave an impalpable impression on som<‘ 
"'peraments, whlch jt ^ ( . x J edjng]y matter to 
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dissipate. I mean such savings as “ • 

mother to her dolls ” • “ mL g . S 1S quite a little 

*>“ *<* ‘Wng one sttfd 

regard them at their right value, bTpS^o'tta JT 
well-worn idea that the one road woman has fo travel-a,’ 

and motteAoo P d OPer ^ inte " ded f ° r her - iS * hat ° f 

For some women there is no doubt it is the best, but— not 
put d on any other score— the facts of the world to-day 
which bring forcibly before our eyes the overplusage of women 
with, respect to the nation’s statistics of the sexes, deny this 
possibility to all. There are not enough men to go 'round 
at the present day, in England at all events, so that some 
Englishwomen, even did they wish to fulfil what has now 
for so many ages been considered as their destiny, are simply 
unable to do so through lack of partners. 

There is another point to be touched on in this connection. 
There are many mothers who will not face the truth with 
their children ; who will invent silly little untruths when they 
are asked to explain facts which from time to time present 
themselves to their notice. They will say, for instance, 
when asked “ Where did baby come from ? Who brought 
him ? ” “ He was found under a cabbage,” or “ the doctor 

brought him in the night.” These untruths do not deceive 
for long, and indeed only serve to keep speculation alive in 
the mind of the child. I have, myself, often wondered how 
otherwise conscientious women can pursue such a course. 
The mother should not lend herself to deception in the early 
or the later stage of her children’s life. Let her either leave 
facts alone to be explained in their own good time, or else 
tell the truth as far as may be. But certainly when her 
girl is old enough, let her shew her the map of life as it is 
open for women’s feet to travel to-day, and having pointed 
out the ports of marriage, of professions, of enterprise, leave 
the rudder of her ship in her own hands, that she may be her 
own pilot to the destiny she feels herself best fitted for. This 
brings us to the third period in the girl’s life. 

There should be no impediments, no hampering of a giil s 
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Hnst of social precedents to throw in her eyes 
judgment, no au ^ w0 rld as it opens out before her 

as she looks ahea frQm scho ol days. Whatever results 

on her hist g ^ who mus t ensue it, therefore let her 
from her cholce ’ 1 , . the ma tter of its decision. At sixteen 
:r s ec"r tlnce, most modern girfs would bring „ 
a i„ dement to bear upon a subject of so much 
to themselves; and many, if they had not been 
accustomed to having the subject of marriage always rammed 
down their throats in season and out of season, as the in- 
evitable mouthful that fate demanded of girlhood to swallow, 
would probably gladly welcome a profession as a means of 
expression of the vitality and aims already stirring within 
them ; would welcome the chance of making their “ mark,” 
so to speak, on the pages of life. At any rate we should be 
confronted with less of those marriages for the sake, of being 
settled in life. 

It used to be the custom in a certain family I wot of, when 
the boys and girls reached a certain age, for the father to 
lock them in a room by themselves with a pen, ink and paper 
for three hours, to decide for themselves whether they would go 
to school or stay at home. Later in their life, the sons w r ould 
be locked in again to decide on their profession. I do not 
know whether the girls are shut in by themselves for the purpose 
of carefully weighing in the scale the desirability of suitors ! 

Talk as we may of the advance of woman, there is still 
amongst us an enormous amount of irresponsible talk which 
. aS , a ^ lts dle idea that woman must train her life’s 
find ih •° U +- manaa fl e s * abe - Then for those who cannot 
they have Vi , r ° Unc * wb * cb to cling, there is an idea that 
-e y can 1 a V r Ulfillin e the vocation of their life. No 
mother of ^ ^ thou S ht Iules in the minds of many 

- ir;r 0 r llectuai capadtv to - d ^- in th< - 

ready f or use in tv * Vev *Z e lntellec tual capacity keep 
as occasion serves at ti ' Ur naental waistcoat pocket, to fling 

of cheap facetious pleas! nT ake V VeSSe1 ’ the welbworn P ebbl(: ’ 
w ards and forwarfk k ry ’ which have been washed back- 

the measureless sea of ^ V ? Uds an ^ ^ orw ards, on the tide of 
the day when Adam W S sll P er * or ity to woman, ever since 
& e at Eve for having persuaded him 
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a 
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to descend to her W 0 i ' > 

tlie dominating idea in m mv ° f the ap P le ' It is still 

beside them, a! i, were TIZ" $ """f that WOma " works 
proved themselves able to do nubile ’ ‘ f CVen ‘ f "'C hav e 

to be kept off the ground for fear le^°“ aTiSe^h t '? ey „ are 
a dangerous thing.” a llttle llbert y be 

well, bring’ tVVVpla y y ea with g °’ ^ 1 C ° Uld pky tennis 
man of mv acquaintance T midd le-aged married 

he said to me ‘‘Now I'll J u ^ ‘ he first set began 
play in, and I'll take the nthJ m lttIe corner to 

and you’re not to poach t ” F V** qUarters of ground, 
years has no, of 

; h :‘jrr ““ t: xsv i’r 

little corner of the world’s workshop-that of marriage and 

festons that a ‘ n 1 , the bC5t a " d most ^“ative pro- 

fessions that were marked off and tabooed for her! Can 

oVn c «nceive what mental cramp, monotony and dreariness 

of outlook those years must have held for her ? Look at the 

plays even to-day ; in one of the most recent one comes across a 

sentence such as this, from a man to a woman : “ Did you 

hope then to marry me ? ” and she is made to answer, “ I 

oped to marry someone ! Look at the daily papers ; 

in many of them you find such a heading as this, “ Woman’s 

Corner, ^ Ai tide for Ladies,” and the subject, almost invariably 

that of Dress.” These are the leaves which show which way 

the wind of popular opinion is still blowing, and I quote them 

because of the necessity there still is for us to train our boys 

and girls definitely and with intention on equal ground, and 

in the home to be careful to give them equal privileges. 

It is in the home that the boy of to-day should begin to 

take the right attitude of thought towards the girl. Here, 

they can be trained alongside on the same lines, given the 

same privileges, the same rights, and the girl’s scope in life 

recognised as fully as the boy’s. We have no right, as parents, 

To say what we so often do say : “ Oh, the boy must go to 

the university, he has his way to make in the world ; but the 

;gir] will marry and be provided for in that way.” 
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. . lr „ hd eacon VVilberforce’s words with regard 
You remem be 1 * ^ xes . « Woman’s claim to absolute 
to the equality o t ie ^ t h e revelation of origins 

equality with ma " . similarity to the duality in the 
upon elemen /p ar e„, -spirit, Who is our Father and Mother 
uature of ' „ • ,£ et us ma ke man in Our Image.” . , . 

When' to the irresponsible self-complacence of a supposed 
'uoerioritv. man depreciates woman, intellectually, morally, 
socially, he is guilty of two errors. First he denies an elemental 
iruth of creation, and secondly he is advertising the slowness 
of his own perceptions of Christian enlightenment.” So, 
do let us see to it that we start fair in our home training, on 
the ground of the equality of our boys’ and girls’ rights. 

Granted this basis of thought, there are certain points in 
the modern girl’s training that ought to be strong points, 
and they are these Definite training for motherhood before 
entering on the marriage state ; training for a profession ;. 
some definite sense of esprit de corps, and a resolute determi- 
nation to work in whichever way they can, for better conditions 
of life for their less fortunate fellow- women. With regard 

to the first, you remember Mirabeau’s saying when asked 
how soon the education of a French child should begin,. 
“ Twenty-five years before the child is born.” 

It is imperative, without doubt, that before marriage the 
gid should have some definite conception of the duties that 
uill be required of her when she has the care of children of 
ler own. For it is our inconceivable remissness in recognising 
is act, that the mother must be first trained herself before 
• ar . n vvb ’ cb to blame for so many present-day errors 

maea7inp ien I' ^°j V6ry lon & a &° a l ea(bn g educational 
training i a vocate the necessity for giving a course of 
up the g nrof he ^ ° f children ’ to those lust about to take 
as vet of arnTTf? . manda & e : hut there are not many signs 
England. The Steps bein & taken in this direction in 

a °d desirabilitv e for n S uch ard t 7 -° ° pinions as to the necessity 
who undertake m • a * rainin g in the case of most girls 
in all the large townTfh t0 " day ' Tn Sweden, as is well known, 
trained in sick nursing^ ^ Schools where girls are regularly 
accounts, washing i,-f’ • 10usellold management, keeping of 

Jiung, etc. Why should we not hr 
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England have classes for instructioiT^ri^^ ~ 
nursing of children ? the are and sick 

No one can deny that some such organisation • 
for at present there is no a n m. ^ nisation is needed, 

in the home or in public for on M C °u T ° f tramin g> either 

duties of the married s at. h g ^ they enter 0n the 

destiny of the future citizen t0 remember that the 

sense of it -md T ’ ° f ” S SCh ° 0 ' Seemed t0 have verv little 
; f , *• and hls °P lnion was, that, given the same oppor- 
umties for deveiopmg the sense of public spirit as have always 

take to th * H Sh j"‘ ‘ he b ° y ' the girl would quickly 
Rnt stil, th t ! conditions of thought and act upon them 
But still the fact remains that to-day, at any rate, esprit ic 
corps is not a marked characteristic in the girl ; and here 
again comes in the sex influence, because of the idea so pro- 
nounced among us still that the girl should attract the man, 
an this being the case, of course emulation comes in. and 
jealousy, both fatal enemies to co-ordination and fellowship. 
Here again w*e have got to do our part in the home training 
of our girls as regards this point ; we have got to press home 
to their minds that it is only by standing shoulder to shoulder, 
each woman depending on her right-hand neighbour, so to 
speak, that real work for womanhood as a whole will be done. 
Disjointed efforts here and there will not accomplish anything 
of any worth ; it can only be by esprit de corps, a high sense 
of honour, and combination for definite ends, that the modern 
girl will help forward the cause of a “ larger hope ” for women. 
Dut the seeds of esprit de corps, of honour, of combination for 
the sake of a definite end in view, can all be sown at home, 
and should be sown there. 

Most people have been brought at some time or other 
face to face with the fact that the code of honour between 
girls is not so developed, is not so keen, for some reason or 

f hie 


other, as it is in the opposite sex. 


Have we neglected this 


we 


have 


— C ill L I oua, 

point in a girl’s education formerly ? Anyhow, 
rauch to learn from men in this respect. For my own part 
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1 think the o-- decade She Js fully up to the 

developments o 9 a nd, at her best a delightful 

maf ; n* All the best of the past is united in it. But, 
personality this drawback curiously noticeable in 

with all this They W ill often let a friend’s conduct 

SXuLed and talked over in public in such a way that 
rt ,t friend would be a friend no longer if she could have 
Jeard everything that was said. Then later they will meet 
hrl as ivarmlv as if this conversation had not occurred. It 
is a rare thing for the young woman of to-day— perhaps also, 
the older woman — -to stand up in society through thick and 
thin for an absent friend, to refuse to suffer her to be talked 
over slightingly, or even at all in any spirit of depreciation, 
while she, her friend, is present. 

Now as to the profession ; and all of us who have thought 
seriously of the meaningless lives that girls in the past and 
some in the present day have led, and do lead, will surely agree 
that every girl should at least be taught a profession, even if, 
later, she should not find it necessary to embark upon it. 
There is an imperative need in all of us, men and women alike, 
for expression, for a sheet of the paper of life on which to 
make our “ mark,” as it were, our own personal mark, not a 
replica of somebody else’s. 

As has been well said : “ Few girls to-day fail to manifest 
some signs of this desire for individual expression. Our 
gir s aie all wanting to do something individually for the sake 
o personal expression. It is a most healthy state and marks 
-nr, 6 a e ' e apmerd race distinction in women, with a corres- 
Thp b 0 " er | n & sex distinction to its normal place.” 

we shnnM n0miC lndependen ce °f women is certainly what 
We should ^ definitel y at teaching our daughters. 

money to sunn U< 1 the y could earn a sufficiency of 

f °rthesakeof n° r K ‘ mselves > without the need of marrying 
Possible to some ?^, tency ’ whlch was the only thing formerly 
in so slipshod 1 miinZ re + a r n ~- that the y had been educated 
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, • i aD art from this — is one of the finest 

""IX decade. She is fully up to the 


an 

of 


1 so slipshod a dbon that they had been educate 

E an y commerciawT^ tbat tdey bad absolutely nothin 
There is i U st n * Ue * be world’s market. 

C " ord of warning that I think parent 
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freedom ,',f a gWs^ducatkin, f • the added 

books, there are acauaint T P ' Hys t0 ' da - v - «** are 

-any self-respecting girl for the 68 ’ ^ Sh ° Uld be tabooed b y 

and cannot have anv influenr t ^ U ' antonI y evil in tendency 
=are games, “ Bridge ’ in ” , 1 * bad ° ne ° Ver her - There 

nor less than piracy on the h^iT’ WhlCh ^ nothin & more 
■women play l ate , Sunday as well ^Xek-dav ‘f’ Whkh 
games at which they openly declare that th ^ r F ’ 

proceeds of them, a/d afe no 7 , ashtmed Hhe^d ^ 

,n llfe tha ‘ should not be open to any girl doom n°? 
any right-minded girl would-* she w^rt trnedlteht 

“*«• *“ inviting. yX 

There is one factor in a girl’s life which we should I think 
handle very carefully. It is her friendships. Some of us 

tr L Ca K , gid friendships J some of us, chiefly 

t ose who belong to the opposite sex, do not believe in them 

ut whether we do not care for them, or whether we dis- 
elieve in them, they exist none the less for that Ever 
since the days of that great and ideal friendship which is the 
type of love and friendship joined in one, which was so 
vigorously opposed by King Saul, there have been affinities 
etween boy and boy, girl and girl, which have resulted in 
a strong friendship, which if it were opposed, yet would stand 
the test, and if denied public recognition, yet would live 
on as a potent factor in life. Of this, at least, we may be sure ; 
no disbelief, no ridicule, no checking, will prevent the sailing 
of the ship of friendship ; we cannot choose our daughter’s 
friend, that is outside our department as parents altogether, 
t^ur children’s proper affinities can only be recognised, can 
only be found, by themselves. No one can choose a friend 
for another person. 

In the great market-place of the world, friendship and 
marriage must be dealt with first-hand, with the aid of no 
intermediary. It is the life-long concern of the contracting 
parties, but in any vital sense of no one else at all, so that 
Tve, as parents, “ must leave that ” choice “ alone for ever.” 


thk modern girl. 
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bo,h are n,atters in which 

Both are matters p jcle an d exercise no control, 
we have to stand < wor ds, touched on the subject of 

I have not, m s ° ■ But if one believes, as most of us 
home training 111 “ Jligion really at heart it will affect every 
do, that if one . S practically be acting on the French 
branCh ^RS-cS U vie!” And though we shall 
sa r? mn own methods of teaching it theologically, yet 
be at one in the idea that for us to do any good 
th it it must be behind all our training ; the Presence 
behind 'the chair of education, in its widest sense. 

It will be, as Monsieur Sabatier expresses it, an imperious 
aspiration, not a sterile suggestion,” for we shall possess as a 
living force, what he calls “ la maladie de la sincerity,” and 
we can do nothing without it. 

To conclude, let me quote the words of a writer in the Church 
Times of a few weeks ago “ Where things are wrong, it is- 
not because the girl has been to college, or has learned a 
profession, but because her education has been lacking in 
that which makes education complete — religion. ... It is 
the lack of spiritual training which prevents our seeing that 
behind all this modern rush there lie the great realities. And 
where this spiritual insight exists, we find that our girls are 
as devoted as their grandmothers to goodness. . . She is a wise 
mother who rather seeks to inculcate principles when the 
children are young, than to lay down rules when they are 
growing up. One sometimes feels a little impatient of the 
talk about home duties, when one encounters a mother dragging 
a couple of daughters on a round of calls, and finds on en- 
quiry that the home duties consist in writing notes, arranging 
owers, and pouring out tea. It is probably excellent dis- 

for yeanT’^ W ^ 6 ’ ^ no ^ a wor thy life for anyone to lead 

is a note to strike, but yet perhaps it 

of a risincr 6 e ^ no ^ e a w i se home training of the girls- 

have old to reme mber that though the mothers 

selves have tl/ their children, yet the children them- 

°f the world’ 6 tru ^ ls *° i m P a rt to those in the rearguard 

Te *Ple is a less“all ^ D0Ct0M “ ^ 




OF PUNISHMENTS. 

By Edith Escombf.. 


AV„Jd“ i„TL“tro/otr®s ,1 'a s ''L“ nn ° l be tral “ d "> k ”““ 
par. as .he smallest Irac.ion tosL 


-, hoi,t a CTrtain 

a child has to learn what is '’T ‘"man and otherwise — 
taught to conform to rules T *° be 

Sjou d rightly begin during the first month of Ms exisT 
The pi escribed two hours between a babv’n m 1 • j- tence - 
the laying of him down to sleerUin S nL of ? 

cipline ; and, as the child grmJTthe LcessitvToTdi ® S’' 5 ' 
increases and extends. y ° r dlscl P llne 

Some children are naturally amenable, others like to see 
■exactly how far they can go, and some delight n doing a 
thmg )ust because it is naughty. With mfny chiWmn a 
reprovmg look is enough, whilst an angry word brings tear" 
to their eyes. High-spirited children are more darfng ■ if 
corrected for some misbehaviour they will repeat the action 
ut of sheer bravado; then comes the warning, which may 
e sufficient, if not, tills formal preliminary must be followed 
y punishment. With quite young children anything will 
serve, a pat on the hand, to sit still for five minutes, or to go 
to bed five minutes earlier than usual. These are enormous 
punishments and, once or twice enforced, it will be found 
that in future the warning will be taken. 

I have a very kindred feeling with those children who like 
being naughty because it is naughty. There is something 
in me that responds to that gleam of devilry, that undaunted 
ingenuity of mischief ; all the time it is half joking, it is the 
flapping of young wings to try their strength, it is the new 
spirit in antagonism to control. The one thing with these 
-children is, not to get angry, nor to strive to draw too strict 
a cordon of rules ; as we should with a lusty trout, we must 
let out the line, being very sure we have control of the other 
end. We must be patiently persistent till we have proved 
we are master. 

The most difficult 
sulky. The only plan 


natures with which to deal are the 



